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US elections

Key issues

Vocabulary guide

ECONOMY

The sub-prime mortgage market

Families facing eviction after defaulting on mortgage payment

Figures from the non-partisan Congressional Budget Office suggest that since 2003, the richest 1% of the population has seen its income increase more than the bottom 50%.

Many Democrats argue that the world trade system is unfair to US workers, and want workers' rights in countries like China better protected before they will agree any more trade deals.

In fact, the one bright spot in the US economy at the moment is exports, helped by the plunging US dollar.

IRAQ

Both Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama favour the withdrawal of US troops from Iraq, so for the Democrats, the key Iraq battleground is not so much what they would do in 2008, but what they did in 2002

Republican presidential candidate John McCain has accused the Democrats of seeking to reverse the positive effects of the surge by withdrawing troops prematurely. 

In one much-publicised statement during campaigning for the primary elections, he said that there could still be a US military presence in Iraq in 100 years' time. 

Mr Obama would start withdrawing combat troops immediately after taking office, with all forces out of combat operations within 16 months. 

Both Democrats have said they would leave a residual force for US mission protection, training Iraqi forces and fighting against al-Qaeda

Most people in the US believe that troops will remain in Iraq for several years, whichever party wins the White House.

NATIONAL SECURITY

The patriot act

With his military background, the Republican candidate, John McCain, is likely to focus heavily on the national security issue. 

But unlike many other Republicans, who strongly supported President Bush's anti-terrorism policies including his authorisation of coercive interrogation methods, Mr McCain - who was tortured in Vietnam - has been a vocal opponent of such methods, and led congressional efforts to outlaw them. 

He was supported by many Democrats, including presidential hopefuls Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama. 

HEALTH CARE

One in six people - over 40 million individuals - are left uncovered. 

They are likely to be the young, the poor, and the self-employed, and recent immigrants. 

Barack Obama's healthcare plan would not mandate people to sign up for healthcare, but would provide subsidies to make insurance more affordable.
Mr McCain wants to create tax incentives to encourage more people to take out their own health insurance, ending the dependence on employers.

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

It is estimated that the number of illegal immigrants in the country could be as high as 10 million.

The Democrats are hoping to capitalise on the Republican disarray, and the perception that the party is hostile to Hispanics - now the largest ethnic minority group in the country - to gain more of their votes.

The issue of immigration is not necessarily a comfortable one for the Democrats either. 

As fears grow of an economic slowdown, it is also clear that many rank-and-file Democrats blame immigrants for the loss of their jobs. 

ABORTION

The landmark 1973 Roe v Wade Supreme Court ruling that established a constitutional right to abortion continues to face legal challenges and fuel controversy.

