	
	Name: Jo Cameron
Age: 35
Occupation: HR Manager
Qualifications: Masters in Human Resources Management
Jo was born in Coventry and now lives in Leamington. Last year, Jo set up her own company specialising in management training. Before that she used to be head of training at MG Rover.

Although she was made redundant she says, "I'm not a victim. I hate victims." 

If Jo were a famous television character, she'd be Tigger from Winnie the Pooh - because she has boundless energy and ever-present enthusiasm.

She describes herself as "loopy and a bit mad" and she acknowledges that her single-mindedness is also her weakness.

With a strong character, proven business ability and a belief in expressing her opinions, Jo is one to watch.
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	Name: Alexa Tilley
Age: 28
Occupation: Management Consultant
Qualifications: BA in EconomicsLondon-born Cambridge University-educated Alexa is one of the younger Apprentice candidates at 28. Shyness clearly isn’t a family trait - her cousin is Little Britain star Matt Lucas and she admits, "I'm not one of those people who really cares a lot what people think of me." Explaining why she wanted to be on the show, she says: "I want to be The Apprentice because I think it’s the ultimate business opportunity. Working with Sir Alan and seeing how he operates would be great. I think I could learn an awful lot from him." 

Alexa has been a 'go-getter' since she was at school. She was MD of a Young Enterprise company while still doing her A levels, at university she got a summer job working for an investment bank in New York and her first job after graduating was as a fast-track consultant 
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Name: Karen Bremner
Age: 34
Occupation: Lawyer
Qualifications: Diploma in Legal Practice and LLB Degree


	Karen lives in Newbigging, Scotland but was born in Canada. Her military background sets her apart from the other candidates; she used to be an RAF officer. This, she admits, combined with being the eldest of three girls, makes her bossy. 

She says: "I’m an intelligent person and have an analytical brain. I believe I could work with and for anyone successfully. I want to show that strong independent women can work together effectively and that they can win this type of competition." 

Karen has been in tough situations, both in the RAF and in the courtroom as a lawyer, so she’s not easily fazed. See for yourself how she'll fare in the boardroom. 
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Name: Michelle Dewberry
Age: 26
Occupation: Telecoms Consultant
Qualifications: GCSEs and professional qualifications


	Michelle lives in London and does her best to disguise the accent that would give away her Hull roots. She used to be a check-out girl but went on to manage global projects and at the tender age of 24, Michelle embarked on a successful city career as a high-earning freelance consultant. 

She says: "I’m passionate, I’m hard working, I’m motivated, I’m focused and I’m very, very driven."

Michele is a very impressive individual. Despite being the youngest of the candidates, she can hold her own in tricky situations and bring others around to her way of thinking with very little persuasion. 

"I want a successful business person to mentor me and take me to the next level. I like Sir Alan’s no-nonsense approach and admire the empire that he has built up from scratch." 
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Name: Ruth Badger
Age: 27
Occupation: Sales Manager
Qualifications: GCSEs


	Wolverhampton-born Ruth enjoyed a successful career with Compass Finance Group before resigning to join The Apprentice.

She says: "The reason I want to work for Sir Alan is very simply: I want to be a millionaire." Ruth is intrigued by how he got from his humble roots to where he is now, given that like him, she wasn't born with a silver spoon in her mouth.

Ruth doesn't pull any punches. By her own admission, her worst qualities are that she can be stubborn, sarcastic and undiplomatic. She's a high-octane high achiever; a straight talker with a good deal of attitude and business credibility.

Ruth has exceptional ability - but she is also sure to ruffle some feathers...
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Name: Sharon McAllister
Age: 30
Occupation: Business Lecturer
Qualifications: BA in Corporate Communication


	Sharon, from Stirling, is one of three mothers on the show. Before quitting her job to appear on The Apprentice, she worked for Forth Valley College as a business lecturer.

Sharon explains why she’s on the show: "I’d like to be Sir Alan’s Apprentice because I like to do the best I can in life and would like to learn from the best."

Her Apprentice strategy is to present herself as "the boring one" – though in reality Sharon says she’s a dare-devil who likes scuba and sky diving. 

Sharon is fun loving, likable and capable. As to whether she’s the most capable, only time will tell...
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Name: Ansell Henry
Age: 34
Occupation: Sales Manager
Qualifications: Left school at 16 to join Millwall FC


	Ansell Henry grew up in South London but has now moved to Brighton. He sells security systems nationwide. Ansell claims to have an "all-round ability" in terms of project management and being able to get on with all types of people. 

"I want to test myself against the best because I don’t have a great educational background," he explains. 

Ansell turned to a career in business after four years as a footballer for Millwall FC when a broken leg ended his career. 

Six foot tall and stocky, Ansell has a substantial amount of presence and charisma. He admits to using his physicality to impose himself in business. 

He says: "One of the things many people fear on The Apprentice is standing up and having to sell to a complete stranger, but I do that for a living."
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Name: Ben Stanberry
Age: 33
Occupation: IT Consultant
Qualifications: Masters degree in law



	Ben explains he is on The Apprentice to get an MBA - not the usual kind but a "My Boss is Alan!" He has a track record of thriving in really tough emotional and professional circumstances, and achieving successful results. 

He is a straightforward character who doesn’t suffer fools gladly, explaining, "I’m impatient with people who I think are too egotistical or self-pitying." He is up front about his lack of sales experience but thinks he can overcome this because, "I’m really thick skinned." 

He set up his consultancy firm in March 2001 but in September of that year was diagnosed with cancer and the business began to struggle. However, after successful chemotherapy, Ben began working again to pay off his debts. He turned the company around and made a profit again last year. 

He says: "Sir Alan is exactly as I expected. I admire and respect him. That doesn’t mean I like him."
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Name: Mani Sandher
Age: 39
Occupation: Management Consultant
Qualifications: BSc in Physics


	Mani Sandher was born in Leamington Spa but lives in London. He is confident, sees himself as a perfectionist and claims to be "an outstanding consultant". 

Six years ago Mani left his job to set up his own international training business. He claims that nothing really intimidates him because his job involves building up credibility with very successful and demanding clients. 

As well as his training business, Mani set up a speed-dating company three years ago. It is still running profitably, although he is now a silent partner. 

Mani has leadership qualities and is highly intelligent. He says: "I think people who know me well and my current clients will be quite surprised at how pushy and aggressive I can get." 

Mani is smooth and slick, but not necessarily in a good way. Only time will tell if the Board are as impressed with him as he is with himself. 
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Name: Paul Tulip
Age: 26
Occupation: Head Hunter
Qualifications: Degree in Business and Sport


	Paul Tulip is from Leeds and describes himself as a "fantastic salesman". Because he believes in himself, he is aware that he can be perceived as arrogant at times.

He is a funny guy and very personable too, but Paul also has a serious attitude when it comes to business. Although he has only been working a few years, he is sure he has more life experience than a lot of the other candidates.

At the start of his career Paul once cut the knees out of a pair of jeans and sent them to an MD whom he wanted to secure a meeting with, accompanied by a card saying "Look, I'm on my knees. Let me come and see you". He got the meeting and the business he was vying for.

Paul explains, "Everything I have ever done in life I have succeeded at. That's why, if I make it through to the final round, I will win. I know I'm going to be the best."
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Name: Samuel Judah
Age: 35
Occupation: Product Developer
Qualifications: Degree in Manufacturing Engineering


	Samuel was born in London and lives in Buckhurst Hill. Over the past 11 years he has worked for Ford Motor Company, coming up with new design ideas for their vehicles. 

Samuel admits he is, "demanding and dominating", adding, "I sometimes take over entire conversations." 

He describes himself as a "self-improvement junkie". He's studied Jujitsu for 16 years and Wing Chun Kung Fu for 10 years, becoming a Master in this martial arts discipline. 

Samuel admits he's not the best but has the ability to get the best from his team. His defining characteristic is his intensity. He's also determined and energetic with a natural ability to lead. 

He says: "I'm not there to entertain people. For me it's about business. Without a shadow of a doubt, I'm the best man for the job."
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Name: Syed Ahmed
Age: 31
Occupation: Entrepreneur
Qualifications: HND in Business and Finance


	Syed Ahmed was born in Bangladesh and lives in London. He has spent the last two years working as a director of his own IT recruitment company with a turnover of £1.6m. 

He says: "I’m street-wise, I’ve been a sort of hell-raiser over the past 10 years and I think all that combined together has made me a business bad boy."

He cites an ability to think on his feet and strong powers of persuasion as two of his primary assets. Syed is an uncompromising character and is convinced he will be one of the highlights of the series: "Without doubt I think I will be the focal part of the show because I am passionate." 

His first job was working as a Junior PR/Catering Manager for Titanic, part of the White Starline Group, owned by Marco Pierre White. Now he says: "£100,000 salary is not enough but it’s a good place to start."
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Name: Tuan Le
Age: 27
Occupation: Financial Advisor
Qualifications: 9 GCSEs and 2 A Levels
	Tuan Le is from Weston-Super-Mare but was born in Saigon. He joined Nationwide Building Society as a Customer Adviser. Now he is one of the company’s most successful Financial Consultants.

He and his family arrived in the UK in 1979 as refugees from Vietnam. Tuan, a Buddhist, advises: "If you’re not pushing the boundaries, if you're not running, you're standing still. So don’t waste your life because you may not get another one." 

Tuan has an almost inexhaustible amount of emotional strength. He's the voice of reason when things get heated. 

He's on the show because he feels he has achieved all he can in his current job and getting on The Apprentice is a great story to share down the pub. 
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