Contemporay authors in English

Quotations from Rushdie

"I don't think there is a need for an entity like God in my life." -- From an interview with David Frost.

"What is freedom of expression? Without the freedom to offend, it ceases to exist." -- From The Swedish "Censorship" Homepage
"I do not envy people who think they have a complete explanation of the world, for the simple reason that they are obviously wrong." --From an interview with David Frost (PBS)

….”he must escape Bombay, or die. He began to concentrate fiercely upon this idea, to fix his will upon it at all times, eating shitting sleeping, convincing himself that he could make the miracle happen even without his father’s lamp to help him out. He dreamed of flying out of his bedroom window to disciver that there, below him, was – not Bombay – but Proper London itself, Bigben Nelsonscolumn Lordstavern Bloodytower Queen. But as he floated out over the great metropolis he felt himself beginning to lose height, and no matter how hard he struggled kicked swam-in-air he continued to spiral slowly downswards to earth, then faster, then faster still, until he was screaming headfirst down towards the city, Saintpauls, Puddinglane, Threadneedlestreet, zeroing in on London like a bomb.

When the impossible happened, and his father, out of the blue, offered him an English education…his mother Nasreen Chamchawala refused to cry, and volunteered, instead, the benefit of her advice. “Don’t go dirty like those English”, she warned him. “They wipe their bee tee ems with paper only. Also, they get into each other’s dirty bathwater.”

The Satanic verses, p.39, chapter one The Angel Gibreel

