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Contemporary writers in English
The plot against America, Philip Roth, 2005
The Plot Against America explores a wholly imagined thesis and sees it through to the end: Charles A. Lindbergh defeats FDR for the Presidency in 1940. Lindbergh, the "Lone Eagle," captured the country's imagination by his solo Atlantic crossing in 1927 in the monoplane. He was a true American hero: brave, modest, handsome, a patriot. According to some reliable sources, he was also a  Nazi sympathizer, and a crypto-fascist. 

The story is framed in Roth's own family history.

"Fear presides over these memories, a perpetual fear. Of course, no childhood is without its terrors, yet I wonder if I would have been a less frightened boy if Lindbergh hadn't been president or if I hadn't been the offspring of Jews." This is the opening paragraph of the book, which sets the stage and tone for all that follows. Fear is palpable throughout; fear of things both real and imagined. A central event of the novel is the relocation effort made through the Office of American Absorption, a government program whereby Jews would be placed, family by family, across the nation, thereby breaking up their neighborhoods--ghettos--and removing them from each other and from any kind of ethnic solidarity. The impact this edict has on Philip and all around him is horrific and life-changing. Throughout the novel, Roth interweaves historical names such as Walter Winchell, who tries to run against Lindbergh. The twist at the end is more than surprising--it is positively ingenious.

Roth has written a magnificent novel, arguably his best work in a long time. It is tempting to equate his scenario with current events, but resist, resist. Of course it is a cautionary tale, but, beyond that, it is a contribution to American letters by a man working at the top of his powers. 

Life of Pi, Yann Martel, 2003
Yann Martel's imaginative and unforgettable Life of Pi is a magical reading experience,  about adventure, survival, and ultimately, faith. The precocious son of a zookeeper, 16-year-old Pi Patel is raised in Pondicherry, India, where he tries on various faiths for size, attracting "religions the way a dog attracts fleas." Planning a move to Canada, his father packs up the family and their menagerie and they hitch a ride on an enormous freighter. After a harrowing shipwreck, Pi finds himself adrift in the Pacific Ocean, trapped on a 26-foot lifeboat with a wounded zebra, a spotted hyena, a seasick orangutan, and a 450-pound Bengal tiger “.

An award winner in Canada (and winner of the 2002 Man Booker Prize), Life of Pi, Yann Martel's second novel.

The curious incident of the dog in the night-time, Mark Haddon, 2004
Christopher Boone, the autistic 15-year-old narrator of this revelatory novel, relaxes by groaning and doing math problems in his head, eats red-but not yellow or brown-foods and screams when he is touched. Strange as he may seem, other people are far more of a conundrum to him, for he lacks the intuitive "theory of mind" by which most of us sense what's going on in other people's heads. When his neighbor's poodle is killed and Christopher is falsely accused of the crime, he decides that he will take a page from Sherlock Holmes (one of his favorite characters) and track down the killer.

Reservation blues, Sherman Alexie, 1996
Sherman Alexie manages to pack the complexities and frustrations of contemporary Native American Indian life on and off the Reservation. Though his narrative is full of droll wit, his themes are profound. 
Stupid white men, Michael Moore, 2002
You would be right to assume that "President" Bush (as Moore likes to call him) will not be pleased by the book. Some of the chapters now have sort of a quaint ring, like "A Very American Coup," which explains what really happened to give Florida to Bush in the last election. 
Dude, where’s my country, Michael Moore, 2003
Moore is angry and has harsh words for George W. Bush and his fellow conservatives concerning the reasoning behind going to war in Iraq, the collapse of Enron and other companies, and the relationship between the Bushes, the Saudi Arabian government, and Osama bin Laden. 
Bridget Jones’s Diary, Helen Fielding, 1998

A huge success in England, this marvelously funny debut novel had its genesis in a column Fielding writes for a London newspaper. It's the purported diary, complete with daily entries of calories consumed, cigarettes smoked, "alcohol units" imbibed and other unsuitable obsessions, of a year in the life of a bright London 30-something .
HUMOUR

 

P.G. Wodehouse:
Mulliner Nights

The Inimitable Jeeves

 

G.Mikes
How to be an Alien

(the way the English appear to foreigners - still funny and easy to read)

 

J.Herriot
It Shouldn't Happen to a Vet

(Yorkshire farms, funny as well as moving and heart-warming)

 

DETECTIVE NOVELS
 

D.Francis
For Kicks

Odds Against

(Often horse-racing background - suspense and plenty of action written in a crisp

fairly contemporary style)

 

Ruth Rendell
The Bridesmaid

Thirteen Steps Down

(London-set creepy, spine-chilling tales of insane killers but it's really well-written

 

FACT AND FICTION
 

Bill Bryson
Notes From a Small Island

(how an American sees Britain and the British - entertaining)

Our Language

(sort of linguistic study for non-specialists - highly informative and entertaining)

 

 

CONTEMPORARY BRITISH FICTION
 

Ben Elton
High Society

Dead Famous

( sort of dark satire of contemporary British society - suspense and comedy at the same 

  time !)

 

Z.Smith
White Teeth

On Beauty

Praised by critics - and deservedly so. Extremely well-written - a must for someone

who likes quality novels.

 

 

