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THE PERSONALITY GAME

GANDHI : also known as Mahatma Gandhi or « great soul ». Was a key figure in the process of independence of India , which he managed to bring to success despite numerous religious and ethnic problems. Was of course also, a great thinker and philosopher, who believed and practiced non-violence. Often did not hesitate to go on hunger strike for 40 days to end violence in the streets between Hindus and Muslims. Was assassinated by a gunman, opponant to his cause and to non-violence.

One of the most common and most dangerous myths about Gandhi is that he was a saint. The name - or rather, the title - Mahatma itself means "Great Soul." That's somewhere between a saint and a Messiah. Gandhi tried to avoid the title, but the people of India ignored his protests. I've heard it argued that Gandhi indeed was a saint, since he was a master of meditation. Well, I must tell you that in all my readings of and about Gandhi, I've never come across anything to say that Gandhi was a master of meditation, or that he meditated at all-aside from observing a minute of silence at the beginning of his prayer meetings, a practice he said he borrowed from the Quakers.
Gandhi objected when people called him "a saint trying to be a politician." He said he was instead "a politician trying to be a saint." Personally, I go along with Gandhi's judgment on this.
Besides, if people see Gandhi as a saint, they'll think he's "too good for the world," and they won't take his example seriously as a model for concrete social change

I'm afraid Gandhi himself helped create this confusion by referring to his method at first as "passive resistance," because it was in some ways like techniques bearing that label. But he soon changed his mind and rejected the term.
Gandhi's non-violent action was not an evasive strategy nor a defensive one. Gandhi was always on the offensive. He believed in confronting his opponents aggressively, in such a way that they could not avoid dealing with him.
But wasn't Gandhi's non-violent action designed to avoid violence? Yes and No. Gandhi steadfastly avoided violence toward his opponents. He did not avoid violence toward himself or his followers.
Gandhi said that the non-violent activist, like any soldier, had to be ready to die for the cause. And in fact, during India's struggle for independence, hundreds of Indians were killed by the British.
On the personal side, Gandhi was criticized by his wife for his harshness . Although he was usually kind to strangers, he was very authoritarian with her.
AGATHA CHRISTIE Well-known author of crime fiction. Agatha Christie is the world's best-known mystery writer. The Guinness Book of Records listed her as the best-selling fiction author of all time with an estimated two billion copies of her works sold; a billion copies in the English language and another billion in over 45 foreign languages. It is often said that she is outsold only by the Bible and Shakespeare.
Agatha Christie said that she never knew where the ideas for a new novel would spring from: 

“Plots come to me at such odd moments, when I am walking along the street, or examining a hat shop… suddenly a splendid idea comes into my head” 

She made endless notes in dozens of notebooks, jotting down erratic ideas and potential plots and characters as they came to her: 

“I usually have about half a dozen (notebooks) on hand and I used to make notes in them of ideas that struck me, or about some poison or drug, or a clever little bit of swindling that I had read about in the paper” 

She spent the majority of time with each book working out all the plot details and clues in her head before she actually put pen to paper. Her son-in-law Anthony Hicks once said: 

“You never saw her writing” she never “shut herself away, like other writers do”
JIM MORRISON head singer of the group “Doors” in the 60s. Psychedelic movement. Died very young of an overdose and is buried in Paris in the Père Lachaise cemetery. Jim Morrison only felt alive when he was experiencing some type of ANGST. It "brought him to his senses", and in his mind, made him vastly superior than that of the so-called placid and normal way of life. Jim compared himself to a hitchhiker - always on the verge of change, danger and surprises. A firework of emotions on stage, Jim led a quieter and more reflective life on the page. like Rimbaud, he was intent on testing the boundaries of reality.
MARILYN MANSON singer, writer and music band leader. Very distinctive style, is accused of driving the young to violence but says that he’s only reflecting the decadence of the US society.

Rocker Marylin Manson sharply polarizes public opinion, with feelings between loathing and adoration. 

The trademark pale face, crimson lips and dark eyeliner, not to mention some of his onstage antics which many see as blasphemous, are enough to make him a target for many Christian organizations and parents groups. 

But despite all this, Marylin Manson remains one of the great icons of rock music in the 21st century, his insightful satirical remarks penetrating to the deep-rooted problems of modern society as much as his eccentric songs and performances. 

NELSON MANDELA Leader of the anti-apartheid movement in South Africa. Spent more than 20 years in jail and then became the first black President in South Africa. 
Critics say that he made too many compromises with De Clerke and the new government of South Africa and that he never asked for real justice after the crimes of Apartheid.

In the winter of 1964, Nelson Mandela arrived on Robben Island where he would spend 18 of his 27 prison years. Confined to a small cell, the floor his bed, a bucket for a toilet, he was forced to do hard labour in a quarry.

He was allowed one visitor a year for 30 minutes.

He could write and receive one letter every six months.

But Robben Island became the crucible which transformed him. Through his intelligence, charm and dignified defiance, Mandela eventually bent even the most brutal prison officials to his will, assumed leadership over his jailed comrades and became the master of his own prison.

He emerged from it the mature leader who would fight and win the great political battles that would create a new democratic South Africa.

BILL CLINTON For eight years, Bill Clinton has been the bright sun and the bleak moon of American politics, embodying much of the best and the worst of his times. Even as he prepared to leave office after two tumultuous terms, he remained near the center of the collective consciousness.
Throughout his tenure, voters consistently said they did not particularly trust Mr. Clinton personally, but they trusted him to look out for their interests, and his job approval ratings seemed to rise with his legal bills. He used surpassing gifts of innate empathy to find a new presidential style of relating to the public, and to forge an extraordinary connection with ordinary Americans, especially minorities. If the Constitution had not barred him from running again, polls suggest he might well be preparing for a third term.

"I believe that Clinton is the best tactical politician, certainly of my lifetime," said no less a cold-eyed critic than the president's old nemesis, former House Speaker Newt Gingrich. "

Analysts, especially in Europe, criticize his weakness in the face of media provocation and his inability to handle the Monica Lewinski affair properly.
WALT DISNEY
Try to imagine a world without Walt Disney. A world without his magic, whimsy, and optimism. Walt Disney transformed the entertainment industry, into what we know today. He pioneered the fields of animation, and found new ways to teach, and educate.
A pioneer and innovator, and the possessor of one of the most fertile and unique imaginations the world has ever known. Walt Disney could take the dreams of America, and make them come true. He was a creator, an imaginative, and aesthetic person. Even thirty years after his death, we still continue to grasp his ideas, and his creations.

When he was seven years old, he sold small sketches, and drawings to nearby neighbors. Instead of doing his school work Walt doodled pictures of animals.
Walt wasn't the typical Hollywood mogul. Instead of socializing with the "who's who" of the Hollywood entertainment industry, he would stay home and have dinner with his wife, Lillian, and his daughters, Diane and Sharon. In fact, socializing was a bit boring to Walt Disney. Usually he would dominate a conversation, and hold listeners spellbound as he described his latest dreams or ventures. The people that where close to Walt were those who lived with him, and his ideas, or both.
ALFRED HITCHCOCK

One of the most famous-- and possibly apocryphal-- Hitchcock anecdotes concerns a five-year-old Alfred Hitchcock, sent to the local police station with a note from his father after some mischief-making.

After reading the note, a sergeant put young Alfred in a cell, and left him there for a few agonizing moments.

The policeman returned and let Alfred go, only to tell him, "This is what we do to naughty boys."

True or not, this story and Hitchcock's Roman Catholic background encompass all the themes Hitchcock would later put in his work-- terror inflicted upon the unknowing, and sometimes innocent victim; guilt (both real guilt and the appearance of it); fear, and redemption.

A devout Catholic who attended church regularly throughout his life, Hitchcock was the son of greengrocers William and Emma Hitchcock and grew up with his older siblings, William and Ellen Kathleen in Leytonstone, part of London's East End.

Fascinated by numbers and technology, Alfred was educated at the Jesuits' St. Ignatius College, but left school at 16 to study engineering and navigation at the University of London.
Hitchcock had a very bad reputation with actors. It was said that he tortured them psychologically and was extremely demanding. Here is an example from Janet Leigh in Psycho :
“Hitch relished scaring me. When we were making Psycho, he experimented with the mother's corpse, using me as his gauge. I would return from lunch, open the door to the dressing room and propped in my chair would be this hideous monstrosity. The horror in my scream, registered on his Richter scale, decided which dummy he'd use as the Madame.”
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