LBS/DRI 7-12-01

PREPARATION FOR THE DOSSIER

Set of useful expressions :

1 To start the presentation :
· I would like to talk about (to tell you about)

· My subject today is (I've chosen the subject …)

· This presentation will deal with, will be about, will address the issue of

· The aim of this presentation is to give a brief outline of…

2 Reasons for taking the subject
· My interest for this subject is fairly recent (or on the contrary goes back a long time)

· I've always been interested in , attracted by, curious about …

· This subject is particularly relevant today 

· Everyone has heard about … but I wanted to look into the subject more closely.

3 What is known about the subject 

Use the present perfect to express the fact that the subject has been studies for a long time.

Use the preterit (with a date) when you begin to relate your story.

· The figure of JFK has been the object of numerous investigations

· There has always been an interest for …

· The story began in … when 

· Numerous sociologists  have investigated the subject of festivals and traditions…

4 Useful linking words
To express cause and consequence :

 because of, owing to, due to, on account of, as a result of, consequently, thus, therefore

As there was a demand for fuel, the prices increased
Since there was a demand for coal…

The war has caused many problems.

The conflict resulted in a separation of the country.

The incident triggered an immediate reaction.

The event gave rise to many hopes.

A terrible famine was brought about by the drought (drought = sécheresse)

To give additional information

Furthermore, moreover, in addition, besides

To contrast
However, nevertheless, whereas, instead of, although…, while, in spite of the fact that, despite the war, actually, in fact, in reality

To introduce something obvious

Obviously, naturally, clearly, of course

To sequence your talk

First, then, finally

Eventually = finally (attention faux ami!!!)

Last, but not least

To conclude

To sum up

5 To sound more English than French !!
1 Turn your sentences into questions and USE VERBS !!

Example : I've always been interested in the relationship between the US and Islam 


        How do the US relate to the islamic world ?


        What is the past and present history ?


         What are the actors and the issues at stake ?


       I wanted to do some research on JFK's youth and education .


        What kind of education tdid he have ?


         What were his early years like ?

6 Rephrase, rephrase, rephrase !!!
Say something and then say it again by rephrasing it.

Example :

One thing I’ve discovered while working on this dossier is that Salman Rushdie is himself a melting pot of cultural influences.
He was born in Bombay, of muslim parents who were not very religious. He was sent to England when he was 14 and then got back to India to discover his family had moved to Pakistan.

This is what I call a real melting pot !!

