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A comparison of Diabolique French and American version

Reminder : corresponding characters

Michel Delassalle/ Guy 

Christina / Mia

Nicole/Nicole

solidarity vs domination

· reveal the idea of solidarity

· ask for specific examples of this solidarity :

Nicole helps Mia when she collapses in the bathroom

when she cannot swallow the food she is forced to eat

defends her in front of her husband :" leave her alone"


is this solidarity reciprocal ?

· no, there is no example of Mia/Christina helping Nicole out of a difficult situation (or only unintentionally)

why is it not reciprocal ? lead to the idea of control, domination of Nicole onto Mia

numerous examples : she gives her orders, leads the way, plans everything

difference between French and American version :

in the French version, the domination is constant, pity is faked, every move is calculated, even the constant change between comfort and brutality, which is aimed at provoking a slow deterioration of the heart condition of  Christina.

in the American version, domination is ambiguous (Nicole is sexually attracted by Mia, and Mia has some strength of her own, like in the French film, but it shows more : she prays, she rejects Nicole at some point and tells her to go away,  she literally has the money in her hands, whereas they're just plans in the French film)

domination is associated with guilt (Nicole cries when she realizes Mia has left the money for her, the ending is a total reversal of the French film : Nicole tries to revive Mia and then joins Mia in their last effort to kill Guy)

women vs men


who is the enemy in the French film ? the tyrannical husband


was this a social reality in 1954 ?  : yes 


give some examples of women's situation in the fifties : right to vote (1945), right to hold a bank account without your husband's permission …., number of working women ...


who is the enemy in the American film : men in general

to reveal this ask :

· why is the detective a woman ? (certain social patterns now have to appear in American films : intelligent and professional women, black persons, in addition, the detective adds to this women/men opposition but in an ambiguous way : she gives Mia a chance to plead self-defense, and it's not clear whether she gives Nicole the same chance ; in any case, she does not call the police, nor makes any threat about revealing the truth)

· what's special about her ?(she's had breast cancer, a common illness amongst western women, something American women can sympathise with, she is not sexy, she doesn't hide the fact that she's had breast cancer, doesn't wear a prothesis, boasts about it all the time. ("there's air in here")Nicole has some very cruel remarks about this : ("don't give me that survivor's look!"...) She tries to sympathize with both women , with Mia ("all men are the same, your husband has not disappeared, he's just run off with some other woman) and with Nicole ("my ex..have you got an ex ?). Of course it doesn't work so well with Nicole who sees her presence as a threat.

· so the conclusion is : the murder is solved by a courageous woman detective who finds out about the truth but sympathizes with the women's murder attempt.

other signs that reveal that the winner has to be "women", whereas in the French film, no one wins except the law :

- the girl who asks for money for an abortion : adds to Guy's misbehaviour and adds to the moral justification of Guy's murder.

- Mia has a heart attack but miraculously survives : unrealistic

- the  obvious, probably too obvious final  scene in the swimming pool : totally unrealistic.

the triangle

Both films start on a situation of "ménage à trois".

In both films the 2 women will confide in each other, sometimes in very intimate terms , that they are irresistibly attracted by Guy and can't break the sadistic and vicious circle which attaches each of them to Guy and the other woman. Tolerating the presence of the other woman is a guarantee that the delicate sexual balance between the 3 is not broken : "he loves me because I'm so different from you, he needs both of us ."  You find dialogues such as 

" I know he goes to you after making love with me"  or

" Tu ne peux pas savoir comme il m'a rendu heureuse"

        The triangle is broken in a very different way in the French and American version :

· in the French version, the 2 lovers get together once they have accomplished murder . Were it not for the detective, they have committed the perfect crime and can live happily ever after.

· in the American version, Nicole and Guy get together, embrace and kiss but Nicole is somewhat reluctant, their duo is broken first by Nicole's guilt and remorse at having killed Mia. The American version hints at the fact that even if Mia did not survive, even if Guy didn't become brutal with Nicole, even if the detective didn't arrive on the scene, something is definitely broken between Guy and Nicole.

